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" Of this list/* writes Sir Kailas Haksar,1 " it might be
remarked that although in terms the complaints put forward
bore upon disregard of the Treaties, those disregards, when
analysed, were found in reality to have constituted inroads
upon the economic interests and life of the States,"

The Princes then put forward a plan very much like that
which was subsequently proposed; that is, it was suggested
that they should have a voice in the determination of All-
India policy ; the disputes arising between British India
and the States should be decided by an impartial tribunal,
and there should be a deliberative Assembly in which they
as an Order could meet together and investigate questions
of common "concern. The framers of the Joint Report, while
admitting that the interests of British India and the States
could be reconciled to a certain extent in a future Con-
stitution somewhat on a federal basis, felt that the case of
the Indian States at this stage might be met by bringing
into existence a permanent consultative body with the
Viceroy as president. Thus, under the Reforms of 1919
the institution called the Chamber of Princes 2 was created,
with the object of providing an opportunity to the Princes
to express their views on matters that affect the States and
British India. The Chamber of Princes was formally in-
augurated by His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught
in 1921.

The Chamber consists of 108 Princes who are members
in their own rights and of 12 other members chosen from
127 rulers of other States by a system of group voting.
But some of the important ruling Princes have not formally
joined the Chamber. We may note here the reason for their
abstention as stated by Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer,3 who writes
as follows;

1A distinguished State official.

2 The Sanskrit name is the NARENDRA MANDAL,

3 A prominent Indian Liberal statesman, author of " Indian Constitu-
tional Problems," 1928,